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An economy that works for people
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“I want Europe to strive for more when it 

comes to social fairness and prosperity.

This is our Union’s founding promise.”



Prosperity

Fairness

European 
social market 

economy

Sustainability



European Pillar of Social Rights





Social 
enterprises

Inclusive 

job creation

Entrepreneurial, 
inclusive economy

Civic 
participation,

social cohesion

Sustainability of 
welfare systems

Sustainable 
development 

goals

Social enterprises: contribution to the EU 
social policy objectives



EU support for social 
entrepreneurship:

Policy, funding and networks

Policy: guidance and mutual learning

• Mapping study, country reviews, peer learning, 
European Semester, Better Entrepreneurship policy tool

Funding: EU programmes and funds

• 2014-2020: EaSI, ESF, EFSI

• 2021-2027: ESF+, InvestEU

Networks and capacity building

• Partnership agreements with EU-level networks

• Multi-stakeholder expert group (GECES)



A growing and well appreciated 
knowledge base
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